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European Co-operation Projects 

 
 
 
Citizenship Education Action Days  
In 2003, the Action Days have been organised for the first time in Austria, being connected to the 
preparation for the European Year of Citizenship through Education 2005, declared by the Council of 
Europe. In 2005 Germany, 2006 the German speaking community in Belgium and 2008 South Tyrol 
followed the example. The central idea of the Action Days is “Learning and Living Democracy”, which 
is the motto of the Council of Europe´s “Education for Democratic Citizenship / Human Rights 
Education” programme. Every year for up to three weeks in April / May, stakeholders and institutions 
of citizenship education present themselves and their work to make the variety of their activities 
obvious. Many of these events are specially developed for teachers and school students many, 
however are aimed at a broader public. The Action Days are carried out in Germany, Austria, the 
German speaking part of Belgium and South Tyrol so far. The next Action Days are going to take 
place 2011: 
 
Federal Agency for Civic Education/ bpb (Germany): www.bpb.de/aktionstage (only in German) 
 
Zentrum polis – Politik Lernen in der Schule / The Austrian Centre for Citizenship Education in Schools  
and the Federal Ministry for Education, Arts and Culture (Austria) 
Topic 2011: Paticipation and Civil Courage! 
In Austria, the Action Days 2011 are scheduled for the period from 27 April to 15 May and will focus on the 
European Year of Volunteering (2011): www.aktionstage.politische-bildung.at 
 
Autonomous Province Bozen, German Department (Italy): www.provinz.bz.it/politische-bildung/info.asp 
 
Autonomous University of the German speaking community, Department „GrenzGeschichteDG“ (Belgium): 
www.grenzgeschichte.eu/aktionstage/machmit.html 
 
 
 
Confusing Conversations 
The discourse on theory and practical experience of citizenship education is not limited to national 
borders anymore. However the transnational discourse is affected by language and translation 
problems. What is meant by citizenship education in Germany, England or Poland? The current NECE 
co-operation project "Confusing Conversations" is an Online Glossary for fundamental terms of 
citizenship education in German and English language that aims to overcome linguistic difficulties in 
regard of the transnational discourse within citizenship education. Therefore, the Federal Agency for 
Civic Education/ bpb (Germany) has hosted some workshops with citizenship education experts from 
Germany, Austria, Switzerland, South Tyrol and the Netherlands on the topic "Confusing 
Conversations". The outcome of these NECE workshops is this online glossary with 100 fundamental 
terms of citizenship education in German and English language. This online glossary is the basis for 
further steps: the translation in other languages and the extension by terms from the respective 
linguistical contexts as well as the enlargement throughout contributions on the terminological history. 
Website: www.nece.eu  
www.confusingconversations.de/mediawiki/index.php/Main_page 
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GrafStat - Software for Empirical Studies in Civic Education  
GrafStat (=graphs and statistics) is a comprehensive programme for statistical survey projects, which 
by now has proven its usefulness in German citizenship education for more than 20 years. It helps to 
integrate sociological research methods and computers as important tools into civic education classes. 
The software GrafStat supports the development and, respectively, modification and design of 
questionnaires, provides different modes of feeding data, enables manifold versions of evaluating data 
in a very simple way, offers a wide spectrum of possibilities to graphically present results at 
exhibitions, on website presentations and in reports, and supports the realisation and presentation of 
surveys on the internet. 
 
Research with GrafStat – projects developed for citizenship education 
The didactic profile of Research-with-GrafStat projects is arranged consistently in such a way as to 
address teenagers not so much as learners, but rather as persons who are interested in gaining 
insights, clarifying empirical facts, coming to decisions and representing those in public. Therefore, it is 
a powerful tool for participatory citizenship education in schools and youth as well as adult learning 
facilities. 
 
Since 2007 an international version called GrafStat International - "Youth and Europe" in four 
Languages (German, English, French and Polish) exists, which offers a number of highly usable 
examples of how the software GrafStat enables the conduct of high-quality surveys, both evaluating 
international youth group encounters and youth projects, as well as exploring the topic “Youth and 
Europe”. An Italian version is being prepared at the moment. “Youth and Europe” is also the heading 
of a unit focussing on European policies, which integrates a classical teaching unit into an activating 
practical research project. Main idea: Young people interview young people about their opinions on 
Europe and the EU, and about their viewpoint on the future of Europe.  
The Federal Agency for Civic Education/ bpb (Germany) supports the advancement of GrafStat as 
well as the development of projects for the classroom. 
Website: www.bpb.de/grafstat  
 
 
 
Education for the future of Europe - TWIN LESSONS about Europe  
The co-operation project “TWIN LESSONS” is part of “Education for the future of Europe” a project 
running within the framework of the European Commission´s Lifelong Learning Programme (LLP) – 
Jean Monnet actions. This European programme aims to promote knowledge about the issues related 
to the European Unification process at the University and at school, for example through new teaching 
modules about "how to teach Europe at school" (modules at the Faculty of Literature and Philosophy, 
University of Trento, Italy), sharing existing teaching experiences (co-operation with the schools), 
producing teaching material in European Dimension for some disciplines, particularly for civics, and 
through activities in education like exchanges, exhibitions etc.  
 
Within the framework of “TWIN LESSONS” European teachers of (lower and higher) secondary 
schools are invited to co-operate in the development of some lessons about Europe. These lessons 
are called ‘twin lessons’ because they will be taught in several countries on the same topics connected 
with the European Integration process. The contents of the lessons can be found on the website of the 
European Union (http://europa.eu/abc/12lessons/index_it.htm) in all EU languages. The proposal for 
the teachers / schools is to develop at least one (or more) of these lessons in the national language in 
one of the following subjects: history, civics, economics, right, using advanced teaching methods, 
according to the usual school work in the own classroom in each country, to exchange methods, 
processes and results. The main goal of “TWIN LESSONS” is to inform young people on the EU 
integration process, to develop an European dimension, to strengthen the didactic quality of the work 
done in the class, exhancing teachers’ expertise and to gain a balanced International European point 
of view. 
Website: http://efe.lett.unitn.it/eng 
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Participatory Budgeting 
www.buergerhaushalt.org is a portal, which informs about all activities concerning participatory 
budgeting (PB) in Germany. The portal is the central German information platform advising of models, 
opportunities, constraints, possibilities, chances and applications of PB. Current discussions and 
trends of PB are presented like PB in financial crises (e.g. economising PB) or how to reach non-
political and marginal target groups etc. Participatory Budgeting means that citizens are involved in the 
budgeting process of their city. Participation takes places in different channels – the most important 
one is the eParticipation. Objectives are to develop a citizen-oriented local authority, to present the 
municipal budget in a transparent and comprehensible way (transparency), to develop helpful 
participation procedures and methods, to receive useful spending and saving suggestions or valuable 
feedback on governments spending and saving plans (‘citizens as experts’) and to increase 
transparency and acceptance of political decisions (open government). The target group of the 
website is the public administration's workers and all persons who are interested in the Participatory 
Budgeting, e.g. interested municipalities, other stakeholders and citizenship. The website is a co-
operation between the Federal Agency for Civic Education/ bpb (Germany) and Service Agency 
Communities in One World / InWent gGmbH. 
Website: www.buergerhaushalt.de 
 
 
Vote Match Europe 
In 2008 the Institute for Political Participation (IPP) in the Netherlands and the Federal Agency for 
Civic Education/ bpb in Germany established with around 15 participants from other EU-countries the 
network “Vote Match Europe” at the NECE networking conference in Strasbourg. The aim of this 
network was to realise a “Vote Match” in every member state of the European Union for the elections 
on the European Parliament 2009. In addition a “pan-European” Vote Match was launched, where the 
result of the questioning leads to the European groups in the European Parliament. Other than the 
tools “Wahl-O-Mat” or the “StemWjizer”, which aim to provide voters with a recommendation for the 
elections by comparing party programmes of the respective country and filtering clear answers for 
relevant issue, the results of the questioning of the new tool “Vote Match Europe” lead to the 
parliamentary groups in the European Parliament. The user has to take a stand regarding the 25 
different theses and thereby getting to know which parliamentary group corresponds to the given 
answers. At a workshop in Cologne, organised under the NECE-flag by the bpb, end of March 2009, 
the theses that should be taken in the Vote Match Europe were developed by twenty participants from 
the Vote Match network in co-operation with “EUdebate2009.eu“. Vote Match Europe is available in 
English, German, French, Spanish, Italian and Polish.  
 
By realising Vote Match in all EU-member states not only a network between organisations in all 
participating EU-countries will be established, but also an educational tool and platform will appear 
that has the potential to promote European citizenship to better inform citizens about elections for the 
European Parliament (EP), teach voters about the programmatic differences between the contesting 
parties and to increase the voter turn out.  
Website: www.votematch.net 
 
Publication: „Voting Advice Applications in Europe: The State of the Art“, Napoli: Scriptaweb, 2010 
For further information about the volume, visit: http://blogs.gips.unisi.it/Garzia 
 
 
 
 
 
 


